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#CodeRedForHumanity 

7 Calls to Climate Action for Mennonite Church Canada  
 

This good world that God so loves is in a Climate Emergency. 

And it is too late not to act. 

 

In 2015, the global community agreed that humanity should limit warming to 1.5 °C 

above pre-industrial levels.2 We are currently at 1.09 degrees global heating3 and on 

track to blow past the 1.5-degree limit in five to 10 years.4 The results of this will be 

catastrophic.5  

 

Even if the nation-states of our world live up to their current climate pledges to curb 

greenhouse gas emissions—and we should not assume that this will happen given 

decades of inaction—the best case scenario is that the planet will warm between 2.7 

and 3.2 degrees by the end of this century.6 Based on the energy and climate 

measures that governments have actually put in place, climate models predict that 

we are on track to land somewhere between 3 and 4 degrees… or more.7 The 

amount of mass suffering and death in such scenarios is beyond comprehension.8 The 

scientifically rigorous Climate Action Tracker rates Canada’s emissions reduction plan 

as “highly insufficient.”9 But the Paris commitment of 1.5 °C is still achievable—if we 

choose to achieve it. 

   

Every sector of society has a critical role to play in order to avert ecological collapse. 

This includes the church. We are called to care for creation, defend those most 

vulnerable, and expose and disarm the powers of destruction (cf. Gen 2:15; Lev. 25; Ps. 

82:3; Is. 58:6-7; Amos 5:24; Mic. 6:8; Mt. 25:40-45; Lk. 4:18-19; Eph. 6:12; Col. 2:15). 

Inaction is inexcusable. “Future generations will never forgive us,” warns a recent 

coalition of world religious leaders and scientists, “if we miss the opportunity to protect 

our common home.”10  

 

As a community of peace, Mennonites in Canada must link arms with peoples of 

conscience and exercise a costly grace to address the violence of climate change. It 

is time to share our gifts, resources, imagination and even our lives, with courage, 

generosity, hope and sacrifice. In this kairos moment11, 

 

“True evangelical faith cannot lie dormant” (Menno Simons).12  
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“We can either save our world or condemn humanity to a hellish future” (UN 

Secretary General António Guterres).13  

 

It is time to act, and to act boldly. To do so, is to express boldly God’s love to those 

who suffer climate impacts now and in the future. For “if we love one another, God 

lives in us and God’s love is perfected in us” (1 Jn. 4:12). 

 

Therefore, we call on Mennonite Church Canada14, to summon its bravery and 

exemplify spirited leadership by embracing 7 Calls to Climate Action; calls that are 

demanding, but “not too difficult for us, or beyond our reach” (Dt. 30:11).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Tell the Truth.  
 
We are in an emergency. As Sir David King, former Chief Scientific Advisor to the UK 

government, has stated: “What we do over the next three to four years, I believe, is 

going to determine the future of humanity. We are in a very, very desperate 

situation.”16 That is the hard truth. We need to face it, and with God’s help, tell it. 

 

The recent Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report makes it plain— 

“greenhouse gas emissions from burning fossil fuels and deforestation are choking 

the planet and putting billions of people in immediate danger.”17 We urgently 

require a transition away from the fossil economy, away from the dominant 

throwaway culture, and toward a sustainable and socially just set of relations.18 

Creation is no longer just groaning (Rom. 8:22). It is reeling. New fossil fuel projects 

 

7 Calls 
1. Tell the truth 

2. Create a Climate Emergency Mobilization Ministry 

3. Support Indigenous land defenders  

4. Support climate refugees & internally displaced people 

5. Affirm nonviolent civil disobedience to defend creation as a normative 

expression of discipleship 

6. Divest 

7. Conversion & Accountability 
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must be stopped and existing infrastructure rapidly drawn-down19 in order to 

prevent catastrophic levels of global heating, the collapse of ecosystems, and the 

extraordinary suffering of so many, especially the poor.20  

 

Climate change is already impacting Canada in severe ways. This summer an 

unprecedented heat wave killed hundreds of people in BC and broke Canadian 

heat records.21 Wildfires across Western Canada destroyed towns and caused 

Winnipeg hotels to fill up with climate refugees from northern communities. The 

drought on the prairies caused crop losses that will contribute to the average 

Canadian household food bill rising by more than $1,000 this year.22 And Toronto’s 

hot summers are forecast to get dangerously hotter in years to come.23   

 

As a church, we have been quiet on these matters.24 And if we “are not talking 

about climate change,” says evangelical climate scientist, Katharine Hayhoe, 

“then it will never receive the priority that it requires.”25  

 

We therefore call on Mennonite Church Canada to  

 break our silence and commit to telling the truth. Tell the truth to each other, 

to the world, and to the forces of destruction. Weep over the truth, rage over 

it26, pray it, and above all, act on it. In solidarity with those most impacted by 

the climate emergency, the church must speak and embody the truth with 

fierce love through the power of the Spirit, that protective presence who 

broods over the darkness (Gen. 1:2); that liberating force who longs to free 

earth from its bondage (Rom. 8:21).   

 

2. Create a Climate Emergency Mobilization Ministry.  
 
Climate change is an existential threat; the biggest that humans have ever faced.27 

We need action that is commensurate to our predicament. 

 

The Church of England has a National Environmental Programme in order to 

empower their church “to address—in faith, practice and mission—the issue of 

climate change.”28 They have dedicated budget and employed leadership to 

facilitate “bold, deliberate collaborative action across the Church to tackle the 

grave existential crises of climate change and biodiversity loss.”29 
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Every Christian denomination needs to do the same—prioritize the climate crisis in 

ministry, and allocate monies accordingly. Church institutions must be 

empowered to speak, to act and to mobilize effectively to “fight the good fight” (1 

Tim. 6:12).  

 

We therefore call on Mennonite Church Canada to  

 create a Climate Emergency Mobilization Ministry; a program with full-time 

staff and a fulsome budget that will focus, primarily, on organizing our people 

into vulnerable and risk-taking collaborative action30 for the “big changes” 

(e.g., transforming our energy system away from fossil fuels to renewables; a 

just transition for all workers, etc.) alongside and for the benefit of the 

creation community.31 Creation care education is good.32 Greening 

congregation initiatives may have their place.33 But they are secondary 

matters as we seek to address pressing, systemic evil.34 As political scientist 

Leah Stokes reminds,  

 

“No one can unilaterally choose to live in a low carbon economy. The 

goal is not self-purification but structural change.”35  

 

Collective, whole-of-society deeds must be prioritized over words, and over 

individual and congregational concerns, for there is no time to waste.  

 

3. Support Indigenous land defenders.  
 

Around the world, Indigenous peoples are on the frontlines defending the earth. 

And though they have paid a steep price for their efforts to protect homelands 

from extractive powers, they have often been successful.36 Across Turtle Island, 

Indigenous resistance to fossil fuel projects has dramatically reduced greenhouse 

gasses—up to a quarter of annual Canadian and U.S. emissions.37  

 

We must honour the Original Nations whose vocation it is to be stewards of 

ancestral lands and waters—holy places where Creator reveals millennia-old 

wisdoms and purposes. Yet we must do more than lift our hands and hearts. We 

must support their efforts, and struggle together.38 Many years ago, Mennonites 

promised to recognize the jurisdiction of Indigenous peoples to their territories, their 

spiritual bonds to their homelands, and their right to protect their nahala39 by saying 
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“No!” to resource extraction.40 We must breathe life and material substance into 

these vital, yet largely forgotten, covenants.  

 

We therefore call on Mennonite Church Canada to  

 designate 1% of its overall budget to support Indigenous land defenders and 

water protectors across Turtle Island41; 

 publicly stand with those who, like Naboth (1 Kgs. 21), are protecting their 

ancestral lands; 

 bless, invite, and support members of our church body to be with those on 

the frontlines who are defending their territories and our common home. 

 

4. Support climate refugees and internally displaced people.  
 

The World Bank estimates that 216 million people will be on the move by 2050 

because of climate change.42 Other research asserts that—in the absence of 

decisive action to mitigate climate change—more than 3 billion may be living 

outside the “human climate niche” by 2070.43 This could face one-third of the 

world’s future population with the choice between starving in situ or migrating to an 

uncertain future elsewhere. In climate vulnerable countries, far too many face that 

choice already. 

 

While sudden destructive events such as hurricanes, cyclones and forest fires often 

attract media attention, an even greater concern is the cumulative impact of slow-

onset events such as droughts (and the torrential downpours and mudslides which 

often follow them), repeated or extended heatwaves, and large-scale pest 

infestations—all of which are being made more frequent and more intense by rising 

global temperatures.44 A multi-year record drought—together with the oppressive 

response of the Assad regime to those impacted by it—has been shown to be a key 

causal element in the Syrian crisis;45 a decade later, half of that country’s 

population remains displaced either inside or outside its borders.46 

 

In response to the loss of food supply or other resources, people can respond in one 

of three ways: sharing, conflict or displacement. Where there is pre-existing conflict 

over land, climate change impacts will tend to increase its intensity and the 

chances of it flaring into lethal violence, from which potential victims will flee. This 

has been observed already in some locations.47   
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In the coming years, Canada will need to prepare to welcome large numbers of 

people displaced by global warming.  

 

We therefore call on Mennonite Church Canada to:  

 designate 1% of its overall budget to help congregational efforts to support 

people displaced as a result of climate change, both through assistance in 

place and through resettlement to Canada. 

 advocate for climate refugees to be recognised as eligible under Canada’s 

refugee class immigration programs.48 

 

5. Affirm nonviolent civil disobedience to defend creation as a normative 
expression of discipleship. 
 

“The early Christians were by and large completely committed to the 

nonviolence of Christ and thus regularly civilly disobedient to imperial 

violence. With the emergence of Christendom, the light began to dim and 

their subversive faith subsided” (John Dear, SJ).49 

 

We have known about the climate crisis for over half a century. Nation-states, big 

corporations and the wealthy have done little-to-nothing to address the crisis. More 

often than not, they have fueled it.50 Creation is under attack, and the church must 

defend it against the principalities and powers that refuse to change, or will not 

change soon enough.51  

 

We have learned from the Canadian government’s perpetual neglect of treaty 

obligations, their continual failure to honour Indigenous rights and responsibilities to 

traditionally owned and occupied lands and waters52, as well as the 

disproportionate rate of Black and Indigenous people in poverty and prison53, that 

the law and order of society can be unjust—terribly so. We also see a failure of 

domestic and international law to hold countries and corporations to account for 

the environmental damages they commit.54 In light of these realities, we believe 

that faith may call us to disobey such unjust laws and order. 

 

In a world where present and future generations of God’s creation face mass 

suffering and extinction, “it is time for the church to become more public in its 

recognition of civil disobedience as an appropriate expression of faithfulness to our 

God.”55  
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We therefore call on Mennonite Church Canada to  

 affirm that active nonviolent civil disobedience and resistance to defend 

creation is a normative expression of Christian discipleship, just like prayer is a 

normative expression of Christian faith. 

 

6. Divest. 
 

Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Mt. 6:21).  

Around the world, schools and cities, businesses and non-profits are actively 

divesting from extractive companies that are largely responsible for the socio-

ecological damage of the planet.56 And so are many churches.57  

 

Though runaway global heating threatens to sacrifice the earth, Canadian fossil 

fuel corporations and governments continue to invest their treasure in extraction 

efforts (despite green promises to the contrary).58 Jesus said, “You cannot serve 

both God and mammon” (Mt. 6:24). Beyond shareholder activism59, there is no 

ethical reason to invest in the fossil fuel industry.60 There is every reason to divest 

and redirect our monies and hearts toward Life. 

 

We therefore call on Mennonite Church Canada to  

 divest from all fossil fuel related investments;  

 invest in what is sustainable and just (e.g., “impact investments”);61  

 move bank accounts away from institutions that are putting billions in fossil 

fuel companies and projects, and toward credit unions.62 

 

7. Conversion and Accountability.  
 

Today’s youth know that our world and their futures are under threat. They are 

“demanding that we listen to the scientific insights and that we, their elders, do 

much more.”63 Yet children and teenagers in our church do not see—in the main—

a faith community that is engaging the crisis with deep conviction, concerted 

action, and converted lives. Everyone in the church has a part to play and a holy 

responsibility to take up. We all need to reorient our faith and practice, replacing 

“consumption with sacrifice, greed with generosity, [and] wastefulness with a spirit 

of sharing.”64 We all must come to see “the world as a sacrament of communion, 

as a way of sharing with God and our neighbours on a global scale.”65  
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At the same time, our church needs climate leaders; those who will embody ways 

of ecological integrity through radical simplicity, brave truth-telling, alternative 

living, and liberating sacrifice. And in so doing, arouse and stir the good, the best, 

and the power of the Spirit, that is present in all of us. To paraphrase Dorothy Day, 

“We need climate saints. God, give us climate saints!” 

 

Let it be said again—in the priesthood of all believers, everyone is called to be 

God’s agent of change, everyone called to an ecological conversion, to political 

holiness, and to lives of joyful resistance against the drivers of global heating.66 And 

yet as Pope Francis, Patriarch Bartholomew, and Archbishop of Canterbury Justin 

Welby state in their recent joint letter on climate change, “To those with more far-

reaching responsibilities… we say: become leaders in the transition to just and 

sustainable economies. ‘To whom much is given, much is required’ (Lk. 12:48).” 

 

We therefore call on Mennonite Church Canada leaders67 to 

 live lives of simplicity in solidarity with the poor; this concerns our travel, food, 

housing, habits of consumption, and more;  

 fixed times of prayer, fasting, and study with attention to our ecological crisis, 

discerning “what the Spirit is saying to the Church” (Rev. 3:22); 

 active participation in preaching and public discourse regarding the ethical 

and moral choices before us as we seek to address the environmental (and 

economic) crisis; 

 organize a semi-annual check-in with a Youth Climate Action Council; this 

online council will encourage and support MC Canada leaders with prayer, 

discernment, prophetic voice and loving accountability; it will report what 

they have “seen and heard” to our constituency (Acts 4:20). 

 

It is too late not to act. 

 

We do not have much time—only a few years to turn the course of history and avoid 

so much suffering, sorrow, and death. God is calling us to do our part. We have so 

much to offer, “immeasurably more than we can ask or imagine” through Christ, our 

Lord (Eph. 3:20). With love for Mother Earth, and special attention to the poor and the 

most vulnerable, let us act.  
 

“Now is the time for urgent, radical and responsible action.”68 
 

“Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may 

love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him” (Deut. 30:19-20).  
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